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The imposition of personalised controls on problematic drinkers has a long history, but is a
controversial policy intervention with a chequered history. The Northern Territory Government’s
Banned Drinker Register (BDR) program is the latest iteration, but it comes with a degree of novelty
and commitment that deserves serious consideration by critics.

Evaluation of measures such as the BDR is both invaluable and necessary if the program is to endure.
If in fact the evidence shows it should.

This 12 month report is impressive in the way a considerable body of data has been assembled,
analysed and assessed in a comparatively short period of time. Political imperatives aside, the
evaluation report shows clearly that the BDR has quickly moved to scale with more than 3,600 people
already on the register. The initial data collection appears sufficiently robust to make judgements
about the program’s performance and the early results are promising. Recidivists comprise a minority
of registrations and the majority only record one contact with the system.

At this early stage the assembled data reveals important details about drinking and antisocial
behaviour, including the offending behaviour of problematic drinkers. This data and the results of the
analysis will be invaluable for policy makers responsible for formulating interventions to significantly
reduce the prevalence of this behaviour, improving the lives of heavy drinkers and enhancing
community wellbeing.

I look forward to future reports on the BDR’s progress and to more detailed analysis of its progress
and performance towards meeting the policy objectives set by the parliament and by the program’s
administrators to reduce the supply of alcohol to a highly problematic group of drinkers.






