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Scabies in Remote Indigenous 

Communities in Australia 

• Prevalences currently high (but weren't always) 

– children up to 50% 

– adults up to 25% 

• Underlie 50 - 70% of streptococcal pyoderma 

• Multiple overlapping epidemic cycles 

• “Core-transmitters” with hyper-infestation 

(crusted/Norwegian scabies) important in some 

communities 
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Pyoderma = Skin sores = Impetigo 

which bacterial species?? 
 



Streptococcal pyoderma 

 from Gp A streptococcus 



C-MRSA crossing State-Territory borders 

2017: ST93 dominant but ST 5 WA121 emerged 

Geoff Coombs et al PathWest WA MRSA Typing Report 



C-MRSA crossing State-Territory borders 

2017: ST93 dominant but ST5 WA 121 emerged 

Total PVL –v e 3794 (53%) 

Total PVL +ve 3364 (47%)  

Community-associated MRSA WA July 2014 – June 2015 

N = 7158 (screening & clinical) 

Geoff Coombs et al PathWest WA MRSA Typing Report 
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Primordial prevention of scabies 

 

 

• Housing  

• Education 

• Employment  

• Communications 

• Transport & access to services 

McDonald E et al. BMC Public Health 2008; 8:153 

McDonald M et al. Clin Infect Dis  2006;43:683-9  

Bailie R et al. BMC Public Health 2010; 10:147 



Primordial prevention of pyoderma 
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Primordial prevention of ARF/RHD 

 

 

• Housing  
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Primordial prevention of trachoma 

 

 

• Housing  

• Education 
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• Communications 

• Transport & access to services 

McDonald E et al. BMC Public Health 2008; 8:153 
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