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One Health collaboration strengthens Timor-Leste’s response to brucellosis

22 September 2026

A One Health collaborative research program led by Menzies School of Health Research
has helped strengthen Timor-Leste's response to brucellosis, by generating important
evidence on brucellosis and informing improved disease control practices in the country.

Conducted in partnership with Timor-Leste’s Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries
and Forestry (MALFF) and Ministry of Health (MoH), the Brucellosis Reduction Using
Codesign Elements in Timor-Leste (BRUCE TL) program worked closely with farmers,
community leaders and government stakeholders. Together they identified practical
measures that could be implemented within local cattle farming systems, to help reduce
the spread of the disease. The program was made possible through funding support from
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) and Canada's
International Development Research Centre (IDRC).

This approach has resulted in measurable improvements in farmers' knowledge and
practices, with participating communities signing a local framework committing to sustain
these measures and support ongoing government brucellosis control efforts.

Evidence of high levels of brucellosis exposure in cattle has led MALFF to introduce cattle
vaccination as an important component of brucellosis control in program areas. In the
health sector, evidence of brucellosis exposure among people working with cattle has
prompted the development of brucellosis management guidelines.

These achievements were celebrated recently at the final workshop of the BRUCE-TL
program in Dili, focusing on evidence, impact and strengthening One Health
collaboration. A key strength of this program has been the use of a One Health approach,
which has brought together animal health, human health, government and communities,
to codesign control strategies that are both locally relevant and feasible.

Brucellosis is a zoonotic disease transmitted from animals, such as cattle, to humans. In
humans, infection can cause fever, fatigue, joint and muscle pain, and impact ability to
work. In pregnant women, it can cause miscarriage and other pregnancy complications. In
cattle, brucellosis can cause abortions and infertility. This reduces herd productivity and
affects the livelihoods of farming communities.

Visit the Menzies website for more information about the BRUCE TL study. To learn more
about program’s achievements, read more in the Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research’s (ACIAR) article.

Quotes attributable to Chief Investigator of the BRUCE TL Program and Menzies
Principal Research Fellow, Dr Shawn Ting:

"BRUCE TL has shown what can be achieved when research, government and
communities work together to address a shared One Health challenge. The project has
helped establish stronger connections between animal health, human health and


https://www.menzies.edu.au/page/Research/Global_and_Tropical_Health/Timor-Leste/BRUCE_TL/
https://www.aciar.gov.au/media-search/blogs/protecting-cattle-and-communities-local-responses-brucellosis-timor-leste
https://www.aciar.gov.au/media-search/blogs/protecting-cattle-and-communities-local-responses-brucellosis-timor-leste
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communities. These relationships provide an important foundation for the next stage of
brucellosis control in Timor-Leste.”

Quotes attributable to Secretary of State for Livestock - Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock, Fisheries and Forestry (MALLF), Mr. José Vieira de Aratijo:

“The evidence generated through BRUCE TL has strengthened our understanding of
brucellosis and helped us identify practical approaches for controlling the disease. The
progress in cattle vaccination is an important example of how research can support
government action.”

Quotes attributable to President of INSP-TL - Ministry of Health (MOH), Dr Nevio da
Costa Sarmento:

“Brucellosis demonstrates why collaboration between human and animal health sectors is
important. BRUCE TL has helped strengthen our understanding of the potential risks to
human health and has supported the development of tools that can help the health
system to respond.”

Quotes attributable to Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research
(ACIAR) Research Program Manager for Livestock Systems, Dr Nick Harris:

“ACIAR is proud to support research that brings together scientific evidence, government
priorities and community knowledge. BRUCE TL demonstrates the value of a locally led
One Health approach, with research findings informing practical action to improve
livestock health, protect communities and strengthen food security and livelihoods.”

ENDS

Media Contact

In Timor-Leste:

Georgina Moreira, Communications Officer

Phone: +670 7671 2066 | Email: georgina.moreira@menzies.edu.au

In Australia:
Phone: (08) 8946 8680 | Email: media@menzies.edu.au

About Menzies School of Health Research

Menzies is at the forefront of health and medical research dedicated to improving the lives
of peoples across the Northern Territory, Asia Pacific and beyond. By joining scientific
knowledge with community wisdom, Menzies strives to Close the Gap, and shape a
healthier, more equitable future where communities can thrive.

menzies.edu.au Page 2



mailto:georgina.moreira@menzies.edu.au
mailto:media@menzies.edu.au

menzies

SCHOOL OF HEALTH
RESEARCH

Kolaborasaun One Health haforsa Timor-Leste nia resposta ba moras Bruselosis

22 Setembru 2026

Programa peskiza kolaborativa Saude ida ne’ebé lidera husi Menzies School of Health
Research ajuda ona atu haforsa Timor-Leste nia resposta ba moras bruselosis, liuhusi
hamosu evidénsia importante kona-ba moras bruselosis no fé informasaun hodi hadi‘a
pratika kontrolu ba moras iha nasaun nia laran.

Hala'o liuhusi parseria ho Ministériu Agrikultura, Pekuéria, Peskas no Floresta (MAPPF) no
Ministériu Saude (MdS) Timor-Leste, programa Redusaun Moras bruselosis Uza Elementu
Kédezefiu iha Timor-Leste (BRUCE TL) servisu besik ho hakiak-na'in sira, lider komunitaria
no parte interesada governu nian. Sira servisu hamutuk identifika medida prétika sira
ne'ebé bele implementa iha sistema hakiak karau lokal sira, hodi ajuda hamenus
propagasaun husi moras. Programa BRUCE TL bele implementa liuhusi apoiu fundus husi
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) no Canada’s International
Development Research Centre (IDRC).

Aprosimasaun ida-ne'e rezulta ona iha mellioramentu sira ne'ebé bele sukat liuhusi
hakiak-na'in sira-nia koflesimentu no pratika, hamutuk ho partisipante sira husi
komunidade ne'ebé asina enkuadramentu lokal ida atu kompromete hodi sustenta
medida sira-ne'e no apoia esforsu kontinua husi governu hodi kontrolu moras bruselosis.

Evidénsia husi nivel a'as ba espozisaun moras bruselosis iha karau sira, enkoraja ona
MAPPF atu introdds vasinasaun ba karau sira sai hanesan komponente importante ida husi
kontrolu ba moras bruselosis iha area sira ne'ebe kobre husi programa ne'e. Iha setér
saude, evidénsia kona-ba espozisaun ba moras bruselosis entre ema sira ne'ebé servisu
ho karau sira sai motivasaun atu dezenvolvimentu matadalan manejamentu moras
bruselosis nian.

Atinjimentu sira ne'e mak foin lalais ne'e selebra hamutuk ona iha workshop final
programa BRUCE-TL iha Dili, ne'ebé foka liu ba evidénsia, impaktu no haforsa
kolaborasaun One Health. Forsa prinsipal ida husi programa ida-ne'e maka uza
aprosimasaun One Health, ne'ebé halibur ona satde animal, saide umanu, governu no
komunidade sira, hodi ko-dezefa estratéjia kontrolu nian ne'ebé maka lokdlmente
relevante no viavel.

Moras bruselosis hanesan moras zoonétika ida ne'ebé hada'et husi animél sira, hanesan
karau, ba ema. lha ema, infesaun bele hamosu isin-manas, kolen, moras iha artikulasaun
no muskulu, no fé impaktu ba abilidade atu servisu. lha feto isin-rua sira, ida-ne'e bele
hamosu abortu no komplikasaun isin-rua sira seluk. Iha karau, moras bruselosis bele kauza
abortu no infertilidade. Ida-ne'e hamenus produtividade grupu karau no afeta
sustentabilidade husi komunidade hakiak-na'in sira.

Vizita website Menzies nian hodi hetan informasaun liutdn kona-ba estudu BRUCE TL. Atu
hatene liutdn kona-ba programa nia realizasaun sira, le'e iha artigu husi Australian Centre
for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR).
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Sitasaun sira ne'ebé atribui ba Xefe Investigadér husi Programa BRUCE TL no
Menzies Principal Research Fellow, Dr Shawn Ting:

“"BRUCE TL hatudu ona saida mak bele alkansa wainhira peskiza, governu no komunidade
sira servisu hamutuk hodi rezolve dezafiu Saude ida. Projetu ne'e ajuda ona estabelese
ligasaun sira ne'ebé metin liu entre saide animal, saide ema nian no komunidade sira.
Relasaun sira ne'e fornese baze importante ida ba etapa tuir mai ba kontrolu moras
bruselosis iha Timor-Leste.”

Sitasaun sira ne'ebé atribui ba Sekretariu Estadu Pekuaria - Ministériu Agrikultura,
Pekuaria, Peska no Floresta (MAPPF), Sr. José Vieira de Araiijo:

"Evidénsia ne'ebé maka hamosu liuhusi BRUCE TL haforsa ona ami nia komprensaun
kona-ba moras bruselosis no ajuda ami atu identifika aprosimasaun pratika sira hodi
kontrola moras ne'e. Progresu iha vasinasaun ba karau sira sai nu'udar ezemplu
importante ida kona-ba oinsa peskiza bele apoia asaun governu nian.”

Sitasaun sira ne'ebé atribui ba Prezidente INSP-TL nian - Ministériu Saude (MdS), Dr
Nevio da Costa Sarmento:

“Moras bruselosis hatudu tanba saida maka kolaborasaun entre setér saide umanu no
animél sira-ne'e importante. BRUCE TL ajuda ona haforsa ita-nia komprensaun kona-ba
risku potensial sira ba ema nia satide no apoia ona dezenvolvimentu instrumentu sira
ne'ebé bele ajuda sistema saude hodi responde.”

Sitasaun sira ne'ebé atribui ba Jerente Programa Peskiza Australian Centre for
International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) ba Sistema Pekuaria, Dr Nick Harris:
"ACIAR sente orgullu hodi apoia peskiza ne'ebé halibur evidénsia sientifika, prioridade
governu nian no kofesimentu komunidade nian. BRUCE TL hatudu valér husi
aprosimasaun Saude ida ne'ebé lidera lokalmente, ho deskobrimentu peskiza ne'ebé
informa asaun préatika atu hadi'a saude pekuéria, proteje komunidade no haforsa
seguransa ai-han no meius subsisténsia.”

REMATA

Kontaktu Média

lha Timor-Leste:

Georgina Moreira, Communications Officer

Telefone: +670 7671 2066 | Email: georgina.moreira@menzies.edu.au

lha Australia:
Telefone: (08) 8946 8680 | Email: media@menzies.edu.au

Kona-ba Menzies School of Health Research

Menzies nu'udar lifa frente ba peskiza saide no médiku nian ne'ebé dedikadu atu hadi'a
moris husi ema sira iha Territériu Norte, Azia Pasifiku no seluk tan. Hodi tau hamutuk
konesimentu sientifiku ho matenek komunidade nian, Menzies esforsu atu taka lakuna, no
forma futuru ida ne'ebé saudavel no ekuitativu liutdn iha ne'ebé komunidade sira bele
buras nafatin.
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