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Emeritus Professor John Wakerman recognised for his lifetime of
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service to Remote Health

Emeritus Professor John Wakerman has been recognised with the National Rural Health
Alliance’s (NRHA) first-ever Lifetime Achievement Award, which acknowledges his
immense contribution to improving health outcomes across remote and rural Australia.

This distinguished award was presented at the
recent 10th Rural and Remote Health Scientific
Symposium in Mparntwe (Alice Springs). It highlights
John’s dedication to improving access to primary
health care in remote settings, stabilising the remote
health workforce, and the importance of research to
drive policy and practice change.

“This award is a great recognition of the research
that's been undertaken and the impact of this work.
This wouldn't have been possible without mobilising
cross-institutional research teams and engaging with
health services, the staff of which are passionate
about enhancing access to health care in remote
regions,” said Prof Wakerman.

For more than 30 years, John has worked in remote primary health care as a clinician,
senior remote health services manager, educator, researcher, advocate and mentor. Prior
to his retirement in 2023, he commenced the groundwork for building a sustainable
program of research in Central Australia. The Symposium also saw the official launch of
Menzies Remote Health Systems and Climate Change Centre (RHC3) - a sustainable,

place-based research team based in Mparntwe with reach across remote Australia and

overseas.

Prof John Wakerman makes the case

for rural and remote health in
Parliament House in 2007.

Throughout his career, John has authored or co-authored close
to 130 peer-reviewed publications, signifying his substantial
contribution to the knowledge base on improving access to
sustainable and high quality primary health care services for
those living in remote regions.

“The teams I've worked in have created a body of literature that
highlights the unique circumstances of Remote Health in
Australia. This body of work includes defining the differences
between rural and remote health; case studies of the features of
effective models of remote primary health care; and the positive
impact of adequate funding of remote primary health care
services on preventable hospitalisations. Health needs are great
in remote communities, and the capacity to benefitis high,” he
said.
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Prof John Wakerman in conversation with A/Prof Pim Kuipers

the 10th Rural and Remote Health Scientific Symposium.



https://www.menzies.edu.au/icms_docs/343940_MEDIA_RELEASE_Keeping_Place_at_the_Centre_RHC3_Official_Launch_in_Mparntwe_Alice_Springs.pdf
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As a tireless advocate and leader, John has served on numerous local, jurisdictional and
national committees and boards, including:
e Chair of the Central Australian Rural Practitioners Association (CARPA)
Deputy Chair of the Central Australian Health Service Board
Member NHMRC Heath Care Committee
Member Advisory Council to the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA)
Member of the national Health and Hospital Fund Advisory Board
Chair of the NRHA Board

He also worked as a GP at Danila Dilba Health Service, NT Health and Central Australian
Aboriginal Congress. He was the Inaugural Director of the Centre for Remote Health, and
the Associate Dean of Flinders NT.

In considering the future of Remote Health, John highlights the importance of researchers
building and maintaining strong relationships with service providers, the communities we
serve and with other key stakeholders, such as jurisdictional and national policymakers.

There is a singular issue relating to place-based researchers. “Having researchers on the
ground and part of the community helps to keep us in touch with current and emerging
burning issues. We're here to help solve the “wicked” health problems that are affecting
communities, and being there allows us to hear those messages and adapt to address
changing needs,” said Prof Wakerman.

"It has been my absolute privilege to work with the Menzies team, other local and national
collaborators, and to contribute to the collective effort to build and sustain a critical mass
of like-minded, committed researchers who make up Menzies RHC3."
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About Menzies School of Health Research

Menzies is at the forefront of health and medical research dedicated to improving the lives
of peoples across the Northern Territory, Asia Pacific and beyond. By joining scientific
knowledge with community wisdom, Menzies strives to Close the Gap, and shape a
healthier, more equitable future where communities can thrive.
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