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Partnership framework

o Lukautim Pikinini Act 2015

o National Child Protection (Lukautim Pikinini Policy 2016)

o Partnership between UNICEF and the Archdioceses of 
Madang, Western Highlands and the Diocese of Kundiawa

o Building capacity of Child Protection Officers, Volunteers and 
Family Life Educators in Church, government and community

o Funding: DFAT through Pacific Women Strategy and UNICEF



Parenting & violence prevention

o Violence and child maltreatment: impacts are 

multigenerational

o The program aims to:

o Improve parentsô knowledge of child development

o Improve parenting in early and middle childhood (3-

9 years)

o Improve communication and problem-solving 

o Men and women are included



Engagement in remote communities



P4CD: From pilot to scale

OVERVIEW:

2016-2019

1. Qualitative researchin 4 provinces

2. P4CD: a parenting programǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ-
emotional and behavioural development and wellbeing

3. Pilot programMarch- May 2017

4. Training program2017-2018 

5. Scale-up 2018-2019

6. M&E report& lessons from scale-up



Four provinces: 15 communities, 26 group interviews, ~400 people

Qualitative research



Parenting and child development

o There was not a clear sense that what parents do does not matter 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ

o ά²ƘŜƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ΧΦΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ΧΧΧΦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŀƴŘƻƳΦέ 

o From another perspective, reflecting a normative lack of 
involvement of men in early care of children: 

o άCŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƴΦέ



Corporal punishment

o ΨL ōŜƭǘ ǘƘŜƳ ςwith sticks and brooms, anywhere on the body. I swear at the 
ƪƛŘǎ ΧΦ

o ΨLŦ ȅƻǳ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ƪƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƻƻƳ ςthen you are saying they are rubbish

o Ψ²Ŝ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΤ ǿŜ ǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘ ŦƻƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ

o ΨtǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ 
they command their children. The tone of voice is not good.

o Ψ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
to address concerns and hit. There is no limit for punishment. 

Q. Do you agree with this? A. Yes. This is the norm.

o Ψ¸ƻǳ Ƙƛǘ ƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ L Ƙƛǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǘŜǊΦΩ

o There is a pattern of escalating harshness of physical punishment and 
youth reactions to it



άhǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳέΦ 

ά9ǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ 
of beating, they should ask us what is happening 
instead of just telling us. We sometimes fight 
ǘƘŜƳΦέ

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŀǘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭΣ ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭΦ LŦ 
ǘƘŜȅ ȅŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ȅŜƭƭ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ L ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
under their roof, but I am waiting until I am self-
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέΦ 

Young voices

άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ L ǿŀǎ 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƭŘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪέΦ 



Parenting 

o Hierarchy & respect, social distance

o Demonstrative violence & emotional reactivity

o Neglect: delegation in extended families, child 
caregivers

o 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊΩ 
families

o Impacts of loss, family break-up, questioning of 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǊƻƭŜǎ

o Intergenerational gap: differences in styles



o For primary caregiversof children aged 3 to 9 years.

o Six one day workshops in six weeks: 

o Full days with morning & afternoon sessions

o Parents attend all six workshops

o Recruitment: Promotion through community and church 
networks; facilitators engage families about decisions to 
attend

o 15-20 participants, men, women, incl. couples/support 
persons

Who is the program for?



Resources & content

Å Flipcharts

Å Resource Book/ Resource Cards

Å Facilitator Guide

Å Child Development Booklet

Å Handouts/sheets

Å Trainersô Guide



Olgutpela, stretpelawei napasinbilonglukautim
pikininigut- natrupelalaikimpasinbilonghusati was, 
lukautimmi - mekimhet kuru bilongmi kamapstrong, 
nahelpimmi long lainimgut samtingnami kamap
gut.

1. Strongpelasapotlong stat. 
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Injury, neglect, 
abuse, violence, 
ǎǘǊŜǎǎ Χ 

Woksop2 Ektiviti2.  Wanemol krankiwei bilonglukautimpikininibai bagarapimkamap, 
save, nasindaunbilongpikinini long bihaintaim?

15

2. Helpful & harmful influences



Bilongwanempikininii mas gat 
taim bilongpilai?

Å Physical development ςgro
bilongstrongimbodi

Å Cognitive Development ςgro
bilongsave, tingting

Å Social-emotional 
development ςgrobilong
toktokwantaimnarapelana
luksavelong ol nidsbilong
narapela.

Å Moral development ςluksave
long wanemsamtingI rong
nawanemsamtingI rait, 
wanemsamtingI gutpelana
samtingI nogut. Lotunapre 
pasin

.
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3. Pilainaspeseltaim



4. Pasinbilongol pikinini

Wanememnogutbekim, luksave?

Resource Card 32



Why am I feeling angry? Bilongwanemmi belhat?

Resource Card 
50

5. Dealing with emotions



Harim
toktok

Resource Card

6. Communication & family wellbeing



Program implementation

o Internationally, there is little published evidence on how to 
implement parenting programs in contexts like PNG.

o However, there is promising evidence that effective health, 
educational and psychosocial programs can be implemented 
by lay practitioners (Chowdhary, et al 2014).

and that

o Trained lay practitioners can provide effective supervision and 
mentorship to peers within a well-supported program (Singla 
et al, 2014). 



o A program delivered by volunteers:

o Most facilitators have at least year 10 education; few have post 
primary; some have experience in program delivery. 

o One team leader and two facilitators for each community program

o Supported by Assistant coordinators and trainers

Who delivers P4CD?



Training Program

Training for trainers, team leaders, 
facilitators, and evaluation team.

Banz

Alexishafen

Goroka

Mingende



Learning by doing

ÅTraining of Facilitators and 

parents, is by experiential 

learning, ñlearning by doingò

ÅTraining workshops break up 

into small groups of 12 to play 

the different roles: facilitators; 

ñparentsò; team leaders, led by 

trainers

ÅFocus on reflective practice, 

record keeping and assessment 

overseen by trainers



Findings: Pilot program 2017

ÅAttendance: 223 people attended the program

ÅAverage age was approx. 38 years (range 19-56 years)

ÅVariation in age across communities:

ÅAbout 60% women; 40% men

ÅAbout 57% no school or primary school only

ÅVariation in education across communities



Attendance

ÅAverage number of sessions attended per 
person varied from 7 to almost 11.5 (65% -
95%) across communities

Å67% of persons attended ALL sessions.

ÅAverage size of workshops varied from 11 to 
24 persons



At baseline

Parents reported uncertainty about the adequacy of parenting 
and concern about lack of family cohesion:

ÅA high proportion of parents reported that their children were 
not looked after well, some or all of the time 

ÅChildren were not always treated fairly, equally or with 
respect in many families

ÅA majority of respondents reported having insufficient food or 
money sometimes or all of the time

ÅA high proportion reported feeling that they were unable to 
cope with work and family duties



Family relationships

Parents reported influences affecting family wellbeing:

Å83% (male and female) reported violence towards them by a 
spouse at least some of the time

ÅSimilar proportions reported violence between other family 
members

ÅA majority reported behavioural problems, fighting, 
disobedience among older children

There is some variation in characteristics of parenting and family 
wellbeing by age, gender and education



Harsh parenting

ÅQuestionnaire: P-C CT Scale (short) Straus et al, 2007

ÅCorporal punishmentwas:

ïsignificantly less likely for older caregivers

ïmore strongly associated with educated than with less 
educated caregivers and with females than with males

ÅVerbal abusemore strongly associated with female caregivers

ÅPsychological controlwas less likely with more educated people 
and more likely for female caregivers.

ÅHigher scores of harsh parenting overall were associated with: 

ïLow family cohesion & family difficulties 

ïYounger caregivers



Changes in harsh parenting 

There were statistically significant reductions in all 
elements of harsh parenting after the workshops

ïLargest changes were for verbal abuse

ïSignificant reductions in all forms of corporal 
punishment

ïImprovements are reported by both women and 
men and at all ages & education levels.



Change in harsh parenting
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Changes in family wellbeing

ÅThere were significant improvements in family wellbeing

ÅThere were significant reductions in family relationship 
difficulties after the workshops. There were decreases in:
ïReports of violence by spouse

ïReports of a lack of money in the family

ïReports that children are not well looked after

There was an increase in:

ïReports of confidence in being able to cope well with work and family 
duties

ÅThese changes suggest that improvements in parenting may 
contribute to improved family relationships, parental 
confidence and sense of efficacy.



Changes in family wellbeing

* p < .003
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Improved confidence & coping
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Focus group responses regarding things learned:

Seeing childrenôs needs:

ñFeelings are very important. When the children cry I wouldnôt sit 

next to them or give them my time or ask whatôs wrong. 

I thought, I am the parent and they are the children. 

The importance of play:

ñBefore the course the children wanted me to play with them but 

I did not. When I started doing what they wanted to do their 

behaviour changed.ò

What did parents say?



What did parents say?

Harsh parenting:

ñI used to talk strong with my children. I used to sing out with a 

stick and I didnôt understand why the children wouldnôt come to 

me. The children were scared of me. 

Controlling emotions

ñCooling myself down and controlling my anger. ... I used to 

swear a lot but now I can control myself betteré."


