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Scabies in Remote Communities 

• Prevalences high 
– children up to 50% 
– adults up to 25% 

• Underlie 50 - 70% of streptococcal pyoderma 

• Multiple overlapping epidemic cycles 

• “Core-transmitters” with hyper-infestation 
(crusted/Norwegian scabies) important in some 
communities 



Sequelae of scabies 



Sequelae of scabies 



Sequelae of scabies 



Extreme burden of scabies & skin sores in infants 
Remote Indigenous Australian Communities 

Clucas D et al. 
Bull WHO 2008;86:275–81  

Scabies  Skin sores  



“Normalisation” of skin disease 

By clinic staff? 
 

By hospital staff? 
 

By school staff? 
 

By parents, carers and family? 
 

Analogous with the “cough” studies (A. Chang et al.) 



“Normalisation” of skin disease 

Skin Care Assessment in Broome & Port Hedland 
Project (SCAB Heal) 

Yeoh DK, Anderson A, Cleland G, Banks A, Bowen AC 
 

Children 0-15yo (median 3yo) admitted to hospital 
 

  Documented in charts Comparative “reality” 
Any skin disease  21%   53% 
Scabies     0%     8% 
Impetigo   20%   49% 
Tinea      3%     8% 
     ASID Poster April 2016 
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Primordial prevention of scabies 
 

 
• Housing  
• Education 
• Employment  
• Communications 
• Transport & access to services 

McDonald E et al. BMC Public Health 2008; 8:153 
McDonald M et al. Clin Infect Dis  2006;43:683-9  
Bailie R et al. BMC Public Health 2010; 10:147 



Primordial prevention of scabies 
and pyoderma and ARF/RHD and trachoma and …  
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McDonald M et al. Clin Infect Dis  2006;43:683-9  
Bailie R et al. BMC Public Health 2010; 10:147 

Pyoderma and crowding 
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Where to from here? 
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